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New Expression is printed by the
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

New Expression welcomes reader's
comments about stories expressed in this
issue and stories missed. Please send your
comments. on our coverage to our (ax 312
922 71 5 I or email us at
Editor@ NewExpression.org or just give us a
call at 3 I 2 922 71 SO with your name and
school and contact information.
Errors & Omissions - New Expression
attempts to be factual and accurate in our
reporting. Please contact us if you feel any
information does not meet this standard.
To open the doors to all Chicago teen
voices, New Expression editors welcome all
contributions from our Chicago area Youth
Media Correspondents, such as those
trained by North Lawndale Community
News
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Quote of the Month:

Obstacles don't have to stop you. If you run into a
wall, don't turn around and give up. Figure out how to
climb it, go through it or work around it
- Michael Jordan

Teen charged with
prostitution
Kimberly Petersen, 17. of west suburban Berkely, was
arrested and charged in April with conducting an escort
service out of her home. She was apprehended after Hillside
police responded to three ads on Craigslist.org offering
"female company" for $250. (When an undercover officer
arrived at the house, however, the cost had gone up to
$300.) Also arrested and charged with prostitution were
Heidi Mudge, 27, of Minneapolis, who reportedly worked for
Petersen, and Gregory Potapczak, 48, of Schererville, IN. who
was charged with solicitation of a prostitute.
Petersen's mother, Kimberly Miniea, was arrested for
running an escort service last year. She is currendy serving a
two-year sentence for drunken driving.
(Finesse Payne)

Torture puppy, get I0 years

Can foods decrease
taste for cigarettes?
Could your diet cause you to smoke more -- or help
you quitl Researchers at Duke University recently found that
consuming some foods or liquids seem to diminish the taste
of cigarettes. The researchers questioned 209 long-time
heavy smo kers (both men and women). Most commonly, the
subjects reported that fruits and vegetables, dairy products
and non-caffelnated drinks such as juice and water worsened
the taste of cigarettes -- and that the effect was more
pronounced In younger smokers.
Conversely, the subjects reported that eating meat or
drinking alcoholic or caffeinated beverages enhanced the
taste of cigarettes.

Quoted in a HeaJthDay N e w s story, study author
Joseph McCiernon said: "There's really no harm in
smokers trying some of these things now. Try drinking skim
milk or other dairy products, drinking more water, eating
fruits and vegetables before stopping smoking -- and see if
that makes smoking less pleasurable."

Brothers justin Moulder, 19, and joshua Moulder. 17,
were sentenced recently to ten years in prison plus ten
years probation for torturing a puppy by cooking it in a
gas oven. According to trial testimony they had ducttaped the three-month-old puppy, covered it in paint. and
then baked alive.The brothers aJso pleaded guilty to
burglary, criminal damage to property. terroristic threats
and cruelty to children. The teens claimed their acts of
cruelty were unintended.
(Finesse Payne)

And the winner for
Best Robot is ...
Four high school telms from Connecticut.
M:tss:tchusetcs lnd Nev:td:t beat competitors from 23
countries to win the top prize :tt the FIRST Robotics
Competition in April. The teens had six weeks to
create and build their machines for the competition.
also known as the "Super Bowl of Sm:trts." The
students had to create robots th:tt can complete
simple t:tsks such as shooting balls or stacking inner
tubes. The FIRST Robotics Competition was founded
in 1989 by inventor'De:m Kamen. best known for.his
two-wheeled Segw:ty 'hooter·.
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Journalism training and media publications
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•Journalism programs are FREE
•Work will be seen by 50,000 teens in Chicago
•Eligible for awards and prizes

College access support
•Scholarships
•College entry support referrals
•Referrals to internships

Stipends and other benefits
•Paid for work and travel
•Service Learning Credit available
•NE Journalist certification

Join New Expression sta
Meetings held every week on - Monday at 4 p.m.
For more information, visit us at www.newexpression.org or
contact Phil Costello at 312 922 7150 or philc@youth-comm.org
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Reduced service: Get used to it
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By Gregory D. Walker. Jr.
People say Chicago only has three seasons. wmter, spring and
construction - and nght now, construction season seems to be m full swtng
In April CTA trains began what ts called "three-track operation." Thts
process is necessary, the transtt agency explatns, to upgrade and expand the
Fullerton and Belmont staoons on the north stde along a set of tracks used by
the Red, Brown and Purple Line express trams So far, the Brown Line CapaCity
Expansion Project is only 38 percent completed. Some stations wtll be closed
temporarily and others will be open for a limtted time.
This major proJect. whiCh runs through late 2009, wtll affect the
185,000 nders who use all three lines constantly. Especially dunng the
morning/evening rush hour penods, trams wtll be reduced at least by 31
percent and capacity will plummet by 40 percent. Also. slower speeds and
track-switching maneuvers will contribute to longer travel times for all
commuters
SonJa, a South Stder on the Red Ltne, ts feeling the pam "I can't watt
until they stop with all this construction on the CTA because now tt takes
forever get to work on time," she satd
Since CTA ehmtnated one of the northbound tracks at Fullerton and
Belmont. ridershtp has decreased slightly. a stgn that commuters are turntng to
other modes of transportation Extra buses on certatn routes have been
expanded and Metra service has stepped up to the plate, but how long will
thts "honeymoon" last?
North Side restdent Carlos. who normally commutes on the Purple
Lme express tram but now must rake the Brown Lme, satd· "I hate ndmg the
tratn. Since they started, tt takes me sometimes up to two hours to get from
Rogers Park to the Loop. I can't watt until they finish, because I mtss takmg the
Purple Line and getting there in, like, 45 mtnutes "

Can Starbury compete with
the "swoosh"?
By Tiffany Lewis
N E Correspondent

w

By Lurlene D. Brown
The latest news Is that ~or Daley has replaced longome CTA boss
Frank Kruesi, who reslgned In mid-April, with h1s chief of staff, Ron
Huberman. How wdl this change of leadership affect the agency's overall
performance! Wtll Mayor Daley's hand-piCked man really make a
differencef
• 'There is no guarantee that either short-term or long-term funding
wtll be avatlable from etther the federal or state governments to
keep a bandage on all of our transit systemS
• for years. there's been talk about expandtng the Red Line south
from the 95th Street statiOn So. who's listening'
• How come we need the Pink Line and the Circle Line' Shouldn't
that fundtng go toward cleamng up the bus and tram cars?
• With the posstbthty of the 2016 Olymptcs commg here to Ch cago.
what. tf any. guarantees do we have that our public transportation
system will be up to par for VISitors, athletes and us to apprectate
and use? You can do so much for so htde.
• What price do the pubhc (studentS, seniors, physically-challenged,
etc) have to pay m order to rtde the CTA to get us where we
need to go? Or are we gomg to be "reduced and delayed" to one
track as well'
• Amtdst the rumors that CTA. Metra and PACE are jotn1ng together
to create an all-in-one transit card that should help alleviate
customers paymg separate fares for each venue. w1ll th1s help or
hurt CTA!

Ways to keep students in school
By Veola Mitchell
M.mley Car 'er Academy
Some teens don't hke school because tt feels hke too much work What can
parentS, teachers and schools do to help them stay tn school!

Stephen Marbury, New York Knicks guard for I 0 years, 1s blazing a
trail with his new line of inexpensive shoes. The Starbury shoe line was
inspired by his inability to afford name-brand shoes as a youth . All
styles of this shoe sell for $14.98 and are exclusively sold at Steve and
Barry's, a discount apparel store located at North Riverside Mall on
the far west side and Chicago Ridge Mall on the southwest side.

Students need to feel that the1r parents care about them. Here are some
ways a parent can do this·
•Encourage your teens and tell them that you believe tn them
•Talk to them (don't holler at them) about why they need to stay tn school
•Encourage your pregnant gtrls to stay tn school and not drop out.
•Make sure that your teens don't spend more ttme at their part-ume JObs
than 1n school.
·lnstst that It 1s tmportant for your teens to do homework.

A Steve and Barry's store employee, who asked not to be named,
reported that a top seller in that store is the Starbury Team shoe.
Styles vary from high-top to casual and are available in women's sizes
and styles also. A Starbury purchaser told this reporter, "I' ll never buy
a pair o f N ikes!"

There are some thtngs that the schools can do to keep students tn school as
well. Such as
•Develop a posttlve and canng cltmate at school
•Treat all students wtth d1gmty
•Commit to making sure that all students learn
· Show them that you care about thetr education
•Develop tutonng programs for the students.
•lnvtte parents and other adults to serve as tutors and mentors
·Involve famtly members tn the1r teen's educatton

Sure e no ugh. why should someone Invest a r idiculous amount of
money in one pair of shoes that wear and tear within a year? Although
these shoes are inexpensive, they're worth JUSt as much as any shoe
three times their price.

I th1nk d1at these steps w1ll gtve students a better chance at staymg
and getting a good educatton.
Veo/a

IS

/6 years old. She plans to (r111sh h1glt school and go to co/lege.
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Silence speaks out
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"Please understand my
reasons for not speaking
today," read the speaking cards
borne by students on April 18,
2007, also known as Day of
Silence.
Day of Silence is an annual
action protest event sponsored
by The Gay/Lesbian Education
Network (GLSEN ) in order to
protest harassment, prejudice
and discrimination against
lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgendered people and
their allies. The day
symbolically expresses the
silence that LGBT people have
gone through.
The event started at the
University ofVirginia with a
few students fed up with
homophobia in their schools.
Now thousands of colleges and
private and public schools have
signed up to take part in this
nationwide event. Students
pledge to be si lent for the day
while sporting Day of Silence
t-shirts, stickers and buttons.
Nearly 400 schools in
Chicago alone signed up to
participate in the event, said
Shannon Sullivan, executive
director of Illinois for Safer
Schools. "It's an amazing event
and I would like to see more
schools participate to help end
the harassment, prejudice and
discrimination against LGBT
youths in our schools," Sullivan
said.
"I think it's necessary to
do the Day of Silence," said
Monica Brown, 17, of Walter
Payton College Prep. "Some of
my friends are gay, and I
believe it's a great way to bring
awareness to the hate crimes

and such that go on with the
gay community."
Creating Safer Schools for
Illinois (CSSI ), a fairly new
organization derived from the
GLSEN Chicago branch, has
organized Day of Silence
planning summits and Night of
Noise, an event that breaks the
silence. Just like Day of Silence
symbolizes the silence LGBTs
and allies must maintain, Night
of Noise is for "coming out,"
being open and actively
campaigning against LGBT
harassment.
Many people believe this
event is meant only for gay
people and not a step towards
ending harassment and
prejudice in general.
"I support the Day of
Silence but it's not my fight to
fight," said Oak Park- River
Forest High School student
Diamond Sharp.
Usually a school would be
thought of as a safe haven
where students can learn
without fear of harassment.
The fact that many people
don't step in sends a message
that such harassment is
acceptable. According to the
2005 GLSEN's National
Climate Survey, only 16.6
percent of school
administrations successfully
intervened in harassment
against students being
victimized at school. 43. 1
percent of students who took
the survey said they would feel
uncomfortable bringing up
LGBT issues in class.
Not all students feel
unable to support the cause of
ending harassment.

"I think it's necessary to
do the Day of Silence," said
Monica Brown, 17, of Walter
Payton College Prep. "Some of
my friends are gay and I believe
it's a great way to bring
awareness to the hate crimes
and such that go on with the
gay community."
Other organizations
supporting Day of Silence are
PFLAG ( Parents for Lesbian
and Gay) teens.
''The Day of Silence really
helps highlights the problems
people who are LGBT have to
go through, and those people
assume are LGBT," said Peter

Ji, a PFLAG supporter who is
straight. "Many people avoid

talking about what straight
allies have to go through."
Day of Silence is a
movement not just to end the
harassment and prejudice
against LGBT students, but to
make the school environment
safer for all students who are
unable to speak up and be
heard. The question it poses to
everyone is: What are you
going to do to end the silence?

Young Chicago Authors
-Are you a high school freshman who hkes to wnte?
-Would you like to develop thiS writing talent in weekly
classes for the last three years of high school?
-Would you like to use your writing in community service
projects?
If you answered yes to all these questions. call

Young Chicago Authors
1-847-835-5430
or visit us at

www.youngchlcagoauthors.org
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Ist Place Winner
r

Laura Villavicencio
Kelly High School

People and their
Everyday Assumptions
If you have noticed lately, the government and
people have been bnngmg up the top1c of 1mm1grat1on.
I'm very tired of hearing people critize many ethn1c
groups and saying thmgs that don't make sense to me. I
find the remarks and assumptions they say to be very
hurtful and fact less. That's why I wrote this paper . to
show people what is really gomg on and what IS the
truth.
I found out that many people th1nk that 1mm1grants
are mosdy Mexicans coming in from Mex1co-well I'll tell
you what-they're wrongl I found out that most
immigrants come from Asia and latin America and the
percentage of them arnving 1s Increasing over the years.
And another thing I hear people are saymg that the most
of the immigrants come here to the U.S. for jobs, which
they take away from people That 1s definitely wrong;
almost seventy-five percent come to escape persecution
and to get better employment opportunities This means
that people have been hearing and spreadmg the wrong
1dea on immigration.
The fact that people say that 1mm1grants take other
people's JObs is false and I can prove them wrong.
Studies show that immigrants mostly have the JObs that
other people don't usually want. For example, Mexican
immigrants usually have agricultural pos1tions. Who
would want these job's here in the U.S.
The main thing I hear people say the most is that
immigrants come here illegally, which IS wrong. Studies
have shown that I :4 million immigrants came her to the
U.S.; only twenty-five percent came here illegally.The res
of the seventy-five percent came here legally. This proves
them wrong.
It's very hard to hear things like that and
sometimes people actually believe the wrong facts. I'm
ashamed to say that I was one of them. But I'm very
proud of the fact that I know the real truth based on
facts, not assumptions.
Now that I know the truth, I'm going to tell anyone
who has doubts of thinking that the other people are
right, because they're wrong. Everyone should know t he
truth and anyone who is spreading lies, well, I feel pity
for them. Do they enjoy hurting other people and their
ethnic backgrounds! I guess I'll never really know the
truth or why they do It, but at least I know t hey're
wrong and that is much bet~er.

NE Semi-finalist for Essay Contest
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All People Deserve
a Second Chance
Anna Chu

z

Mexican American
Pride

eily ll1gt Sch(V)I

Jose Martinez

In my po1nt of v1ew, I th1nk that aliens
should be offered the rights of c1tizensh1p. Many
people today may thmk that undocumented
aliens shouldn't be offered nghts of cit1zensh1p
because of reasons of overpopulation, but even
today, the Un1ted States of America is a growing
country There 1s a phrase 10 the Declaration of
Independence that mentiOns that all men are
created equal", and shouldn't that stood for
today If you were to compare Amenca's society
to the past soc1ety, haven't we. as Americans,
accept foreigners commg to Amenca and startmg
a new hfe 1
When people quote, "All men are created
equal", it should mean, word for word, what 1t
actually states, all human bemgs regardless of
their ethniclty. should have access to basic
freedoms All are granted a nght to live, a nght
for freedom and a nght to dream People today,
as I see it, don't treat one another like equals
Some are treated hornbly: some are
disrespected and looked down upon, because
they may have come from another country.
Depend1ng on a person's pomt of view on how
they view this issue, for all of mankind, this can
continue to go on for the distant future and
eternity. Even though a person may be of a
different race or culture, they should be offered
the rights of cltizensh1p
If we compare Amenca's past to today,
there is a b1g difference. Before a "man" would
be a Caucasian Anybody that was different was
not considered a man. They were considered
"ammals" because there was no common
understanding between both colored and noncolored people, so they werel'l't granted
citizenship. In today's society, there is an
understanding between all races. "Man" is any
human being from any race and people are
granted citizenship because they deserve a right
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
Foreigners do deserve a second chance to
"restart" thew life on the right foot. We should
be grateful that people want to be part of the
United States, because Amenca gives people a
new chance at life, liberty and peace.

I think that 1mm1grants should be offered
nghts of citizenship because they can help
the U S economy. The new people commg
in here have no effect on Amencans ability to
get a job But the most Important thing IS
what people leave behmd to come to this
country In acfdltlon , undocumented
1mm1grants go beyond Latmos/ Mexicans. All
1mm1grants face illegal prosecution.
Accordmg to PBS. studies show that
undocumented 1mm1gration either has no
effect on native workers or actually mcreases
the1r labor market opportumties (1.e.
undocumented 1mm1grants are not takmg
anyone's JOb away) by boostmg the industries
that create new JObs. lmm1grants create
more JObs than they take for themselves
They do so d1recdy by starting new
busmesses and mdirectly through the1r
purchases of U.S. goods and services.
Also, most natives like the minuteman or
supporters of them thmk that imm1grants
come and take everyone's jobs but
undocumented immigrants often take jobs
that others in the community refuse to
perform. For example, the railroads across
the West were largely built by Chinese
immigrants and large-scale agricultural
production still relies on Mexican workers.
many of whom are Immigrants. not m1grants.
People here don't thmk that imm1grants
here come to the U.S. to supposedly take
Amencan Jobs from them but to get an
opportunity to help their families . Did you
know people working here send two-thirds
of all the money they make back to their
famil ies? They also have to ignore namecalling like "wetbacks" and "beaners" (i.e.
s lang for Mexicans). Undocumented
immigrants are people just trying to provide
for their families , which IS why
undocumented Immigrants should be offered
rights of Citizenship.

~

How safe do you now feel at school .
after the Virginia Tech incident?
JUDGING CRITERIA
LEAD - assertive, clear, and concise. Writer cjemonstrates understanding of the issue and their position taken.
ARGUMENT - persuasive, objective tone, fact-based. Writer conveys broad knowledge of topic and key factors.
REBUTTAL - considers merits of opposite points of view. Writer challenges alternative positions.
CONCLUSION - summarizes points in essay. Writer conveys benefits of position taken in logical and compelling manner.
STYLE - writer employs proper grammar, spelling and punctuation. The essay can be easily read by students.

AWARDS
The winning entries will receive $100 and each runner-up will receive $50 each . Winning essays will be printed in the
next issue of New Expression.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Applicants must be under 20-years-old and enrolled in a Chicago school. Essays must be less than 400 words. Handwritten applicants will not be considered.

All entries are due by Thursday, May 18, 2007, and must be submitted with a cover note/letter identifying:
Applicant's Full Name, Home Address, City, State and Zip Code
Phone Number, Email Address, Age, Grade
School, English Teacher or Journalism advisor (if available)

Submit your cover note and essay via:
Email: philc®youth-comm.org or Fax: 312-922-7151
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The driving force behind Mother's Day
was Anna Jarvis, who organized observances
in Grafton, W.Va., and Philadelphia on May
I 0, 1908. While the annual celebration
spread around the country. Jarvis began
lobbying politicians to set aside a day to
honor mothers. She finally succeeded in
1914, when Congress designated the second
Sunday in May as Mother's Day.

How Many Mothers
80.5 million
Estimated number of mothers in the United
States in 200 I. (Source: Survey of Income
and Program Participation)
55%
Percentage of 15- to 44-year-olds who are
mothers.
81%
Percentage of women 40 to 44 who are
mothers. In 1976, 90 percent of women in
that age group were mothers.

How Many Children
2. 1
Average number of children that women
today can expect to have in their lifetime.
2.5
Average number of children that women in
Utah can expect to have in their lifetime.
This state tops the nation in average number
of births per woman. Rhode Island, Vermont,
Massachusetts and the District of Columbia
have the lowest average number - 1.7
births.

Mothers Remembered
21,667
Number of florist establishments nationwide
in 2004.The 109,915 employees in floral
shops across our nation will be especially
busy preparing, selling and delivering floral
arrangements for Mother's Day.
The flowers bought for mom have a
good chance of having been grown in
California. Among the 36 surveyed ~tates,
California was the leading provider of cut

flowers in 2005, accounting for 73 percent
of domestic flower production ($289 million
out of $397 million) in those states.
Months ahead of this widely observed day of
recognition, many of the 13,057 employees
of the 120 greeting-card publishing
establishments in 2001J would have been
busy creatmg Mother's Day greeting cards.
12,454
The number of cosmetics. beauty supplies
and perfume stores nationwide in 2004.
Perfume is one of the top gifts given on
Mother's Day.
28,772
Number of jewelry stores 1n the United
States in 2004 - the place to go to
purchase necklaces, earrings and other
timeless pieces for mom.
Moms Who've Recently Given Birth
4.1 million
Number of births in the United States in
2005. Of this number, 414,406 were to teens
15 to 19, and I I 1, 190 to moms 40 or older.
25.2
Average age of women in 2004 when they
gave birth for the first time. The record high
first reached in 2003 was equaled in 2004 .

40%
Percentage of births that are the mother's
first. Another 32 percent are the secondborn; 17 percent, third; and I I percent,
fourth or more.

35,578
Number of births in 2004 that did not occur
in hospitals.

I in 31
The odds ~fa woman delivering twins. Her
odds of delivering other multiple births was
approximately I in 565.
July
The most popular month In which to have a

baby, with 359,426 births taking place that
month in 2004.
Tuesday
The most popular day of the week to have a
baby, with an average of 13,045 births taking
place on Tuesdays during 2004.
Jacob and Emily
The most popular baby names for boys and
girls. respectively, in 2005. (Source: Social
Security Administration)

Working Moms
5.6 million
Number of stay-at-home moms in 2006.
55 %
Among mothers with infant cbildren in
2004, the percentage in the labor force,
down from a record high of 59 percent in
1998.

729,040
Number of child care centers across the
country in 1004. These include nearly 72.000
centers employing close to 780.000 workers
and another 657,000 self-employed persons
or other companies without paid employees.
Many mothers turn to these centers to help
juggle motherhood and career.

Single Moms
I 0.4 million

The number of single mothers living with
children younger than 18. up from 3.4
million in 1970.

Meals with Mommy
61 % and 81 %
Percentages of children younger than 6 living
with married parents who eat breakfast and
dinner, respectively. w ith their mother every
day. The corresponding percentages who eat
with their futher were 30 percent and 64
percent.
- U .S. Census Bureau
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In April of 2006, the
Chicago Public Schools
adopted a policy that
mandates age-appropriate,
medically accurate
comprehensive sex education
in all schools. The policy, titled
"Family Life and
Comprehensive Sexual
Health," would require
schools to address topics that
have often been dismissed.
Topics such as contraceptives
and other forms of birth
control, LGBTQ issues, sexual
abuse and violence, among a
long list of others are to be
covered in a positive and
medically accurate approach.
This policy was a triumph for
the citywide group named
F.R.E.E (Furthering
Responsible Education
Everywhere). The members of

F.R.E.E first began their work
by organizing to improve the
sex education within their
own schools. After making
individual progress working
towards a comprehensive sex
education program, these
students in partnership with
the Illinois Caucus for
Adolescent Health (ICAH)
came together to create a
movement in which students
can effectively make change in
the way sex education is being
taught in Chicago. This lead to
the coalition building of
F.R.E.E. and the passing of the
Family Life and
Comprehensive Sexual Health
policy. However, exactly one
year later, CPS has dragged
the implementation process of
this policy.
F.R.E.E is made up of

diverse groups of high school
and college students from
various areas around Chicago.
They meet twice a month at
the Illinois Caucus for
Adolescent Health and work
in partnership with them to
instill that young advocates
are supported in making
change around reproductive
health issues that directly
affect them. What leads them
to work on sex ecjucation is
simple logic: No one can deny
the large number of teenage
pregnancies we see each year.
From personal experiences
they knew that their sex
education classes weren't
exactly up to par. But what
they didn't know was that for
sex ed, there wasn't even a
bar to set. Research showed
that most teachers taught

what they were comfortable
with. Research also showed
that 40 percent of Illinois's
new chlamydia and gonorrhea
cases were among youth age
I0 to 19. Research even
showed that 17,670 babies
were born to teen mothers
and 66% of classrooms in
Illinois did not teach a
comprehensive approach to
sex education.
Yessenia Cervantes, a ·
recent graduate from Curie
High School. says: "I became
involved with ICAH because I
was tired of looking at
statistics that could have been
prevented with better
education. I wanted things to
change and I wanted people
to care, so I decided to stop
simply complaining and do
something about it. Our
education doesn't have to
stop at the line that
educational institutions draw
for us."
So in December of 2005,
after months of unanswered
phone calls, e-mails, faxes, and
letters, F.R.E.E put together a
rally in front of CPS'
headquarters in 20-degree
weather. This lead to several
meetings with the officers of
Specialized Services and after
two rallies, dozens of
meetings, intensive calls,
passionate letters. public
forums, workshops, and tons
of organizing, we were able to
work with a task force of CPS
administrators to create a
new policy for comprehensive
sex education. The fuct that
the office was on board to
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NOT COVE how to use a
condom

- 6°'
""VI= how to use other
forms of birth control

2006, and passed
unanimously.
Now, a year later, not
much else has been down.
The process of creating the
guidelines has begun and
were submitted for approval,
but when asked about the
specifics of the guidelines,
such as the time frames for
each issue, F.R.E.E was told
that the guidelines are very
general a,nd don't include any
specifics; in fact it is against
Illinois law to mandate
minutes for subjects that isn't
one of the core subjects such
as math or science. When
asked about youth being
involved in the process, they
brought up local focus groups
with students that are chosen
from 48 designated high
schools throughout
Chicagoland, in which one of
those will be reviewing a
number of documents, of
those will be the guidelines
and curriculum to the Family
Life and Comprehensive
Sexual Health Policy.

Another issue with the
policy is creating a system as
to how schools will be held
accountable if they are not
following the policy. CPS
wrote a letter to their
principals stating, "Please be
advised that abstinence
programs should be used as
supplemental support to the
Family Life and AIDS
Education Program, not as a
replacement of it." This
advisement however, does
not sound too intimidating.
let alone enforceable.
Although this stint is a
minor drag on the
momentum, F.R.E.E is
continuing to work at local
levels by creating "Furthering
Responsible Education
Everywhere's Tool Kit."
F.R.E.E's toolkit is aimed to
inform students across
Chicago about the new
policy; to survey their school
to find out how good (or
bad) their sex education
program is, how they can
hold their own schools
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where to get birth
control and health related services

write the policy was just a
first step; the strenuous
months that followed were
filled with many revisions,
thrown-out copies, and bimonthly meetings with the
students of F.R.E.E.
In one of these several
meetings, F.R.E.E had brought
up the fact that although we
might be making these classes
go over these topics, does
not mean that they won't go
over well. They proposed a
mandated time period for the
topics: for example, the least
amount of hours you can
spend discussing this issue.
The officers said that this
type of specific requirement
in the policy would be put
into the guidelines, which are
done much later. F.R.E.E then
stated that they would, along
with other youth's input, want
to be part of the process to
help make those guidelines.
The officers said they agreed.
The policy was
presented in the School
Board meeting on April of

·""""4)

accountable, and most
importantly how they can get
involved with F.R.E.E and
become part of a larger
movement aimed at bettering
the lives of youth all over
Chicago.
Although a lot has been
done with this issue, in order
for any further progress and
changes to be made, it still
has to be a community effort
that begins with a teacher. or
parent, or a student or you.
The right for information is
one that the sooner we
begin to fight for, the faster
we'll see change. If you want
to get involved yourself or
request a toolkit for your
school. call 312.427.4460 or
email Adaku Utah at
adaku@icah.org.
(Courtesy of F.RE.E.)
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Is Oprah Really Doing
The Right Thing?

By Nikita Bums

By Angel Heard

Morgan Park H.S.
The 2008 Presidential
Election is near, and boy, do we all
have something to look forward to.
Democratic senators Hillary
Clinton and Barack Obama plan to
run in the 2008 U.S. presidential
election. The two candidates are
definitely aiming to achieve
something that has never been
done before. Clinton would
become the first former first lady
to be president, while Sen. Obama
raises the possibility of the U.S.
having its first black president.
Whether Clinton or Obama is
elected, it will definitely be a day to
remember.
Clinton, 59, wife of former
President Bill Clinton, announced
on her website: "''m in to win." In a
videotaped and written message on
her website, Clinton said it was
time "to overcome six years of
Bush administration failures."
Whoever the new President
of the United States is will have his
(or her) work cut out. The current
President, George W. Bush, has put
a dent in many hearts. Citizens have
lost hope and many despise the
U.S. government, especially with the
country's involvement in the Iraq
War. Clinton may definitely be
aiming too high because her
opponent, Obama, has been
capturing the headlines and the
hearts of the Democratic rank and
file.
Obama is currently in his first
term as senator of Illinois, while
Clinton is currently serving her
second term for New York after

Perspectives Charter
On January 2, 2007, Oprah
Winfrey presented her lifelong
dream to South Africa and the
world: she opened her school,
Oprah Winfrey Leadership
Academy for Girls. which she
funded with $40 million. Her
school consists of 28 buildings,
including a yoga studio, hair salon
and art studio. When I heard all of
these things about the school, I was
happy to hear that she supported
Third World countries. But as
critics started to compare South
Africa to the United States it made
me wonder: Does Oprah really
appreciate South African kids more
than inner-city U.S kids?
Oprah has always been one of
the people I admire. She has always
been caring and supportive towards
anybody that needs help. But during
her interview with Newsweek,
Oprah said something that upset
me in a way. She said: "I became so
frustrated with visiting inner-city
schools that I just stopped going.
The sense that you need to learn
just isn't there. If you ask the kids
what they want, they will say an
iPod or sneakers. In South Africa
they don't ask for money or toys.
They ask for uniforms so they can
go to school."
It sounds to me that Oprah
painted a picture with a broad
brush. Sure, kids want iPods and
sneakers, but that doesn't mean
that we don't show appreciation
towards the things we get. Chicago
is known to have one of the worst
public school systems in the U.S
and many of the students in the
schools don't have the educational
level of nationwide schools. I also
believe that the way children are

winning by a substantial number of
votes.
Clinton has a good outlook,
although she may face some
problems because at one point she
supported the war in Iraq. Besides
this, she probably has a share of the
support that her husband Bill
Clinton had during his campaign.
Some people are a bit
reluctant to jump on the Obama
bandwagon. Some people question
his being the product of a mixed
marriage; his mother is white and
his father is from Kenya. Also, one
of Obama's biggest problems is that
he is relatively inexperienced and
new to the "game."
Obama's ideas and positions;
however, should play well in black
communities. His campaign includes
universal healthcare, technological
improvements for poor and rural
communities, reform for the
political system, energy
independence and ending the war
in Iraq.
Hillary Clinton plans to
rebuild "the competence of
government and the confidence of
the American people." She plans for
the government to do all it can to
help people.
For many, Sen. Obama
represents a modern and positive
image of a successful black man;
while Sen. Clinton symbolizes a
strong, intelligent female. For those
who can vote, it is up to you to
decide who will be the United
States of America's next leader.

bought up in a materialistic society
nowadays, we believe it's okay to
appreciate material things more
than education.
On another note, I applaud
Oprah for educating young black
women. Over 50% of young
women in South Africa are not
being educated, and she stepped up
with $40 million to do that for
those young women. Inner-city kids
may not have the best educatipn,
but at least they have one. I say if
she wants to help a country less
fortunate than ours, let her help.
The U.S has enough money for
education, so we really don't need
Oprah's money. (We get some from
her taxes anyway). Not only did she
educate those young women, she
has given them a place where they
can eat and sleep peacefully
without worrying about their own
lives. She is teaching them how to
live up to their full potential and
how to be a strong black woman.
Oprah isn't giving mon~y to
South Africa because she hates the
U.S.; she's giving away her money
because she feels they will
appreciate it more than we will.
And from the looks of it, they do
appreciate it more because they
are using the money to help make
their community and country
better. I quite frankly couldn't
blame her.
It's time for teens to wake up
and realize that the only way we
are going to get far is to have
knowledge. South African children
are getting the money because they
have already realized that
knowledge is power and they are
doing all they can to get what they
need.

Sen. Barack Obama's rise to fame
By Alonzo Fleming
Robeson H.S.
Earlier this year Illinois Senator
Barack Obama declared his intention
to pursue the Democratic Party
nomination for president of the
United States in 2008. Wouldn't you
like to know more about the first
African-American to be considered a
front-runner for his party's
nomination? Don't you want to know
who you might be voting for?
Obama was born in Hawaii
on August 14, 1961 . His father. Barack

Obama, Sr., was born in a small village
in Kenya, where he grew up herding
goats with his grandfather, who was a
servant to the British. His mother,Ann
Dunham, grew up in Kansas until her
mother purchased a house in Hawaii
through a federal housing program.
Barack Sr. met Dunham while
both were attending the University of
Hawaii. He eventually returned to
Kenya. Thereafter, Barack Jr. grew up
with his mother in Hawaii and then, a

few years, in Indonesia. Barack and his
mother eventually moved to New
York where Barack attended and
graduated form Columbia University
in 1983. He then put law school and
corporate life on hold and moved to
Chicago in 1985 to pursue a political
career.
In Chicago he became a
community organizer with a churchbased group seeking to improve poor
neighborhoods. He earned a law

degree at Harvard in 1991. Finally his
hard work led him to run for the
Illinois State Senate, where he served
eight years ( 1996-2004). In 2004 he
became only the third African
American since Reconstruction to be
elected to the U.S. Senate.
Barack Obama's campaign is
growing each day and his future is
now! Learn more about who he is and
what he stands for by visiting
www.barackobama.com.
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My sleepover at Stroger
Cook County's hospital gives a new meaning to the word "patient."
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The morning ofWednesday,
March 28, 2007, I noticed a large
bruise on my leg. It was about the
size of a grapefruit, ugly, and dark
purple. I had no clue where it
came from. I panicked and
thought it could be a blood clot.
After showing my family, they
insisted I go to the doctor. I had
just turned 18 and was no longer
on my mother's insurance, so on

me I was on the "fast track" and
those people would be seen by a
different team of doctors. It was
late -- approachmg 9 p.m -- and
neither I nor my boyfnend had
eaten anythmg except JUnk from
the vending machmes Like a lot of
the other people 1n the
emergency wa1tmg room. we were
cranky and a little fed up.
After ten hours of torture,

I ! my blocks 1n length, and
replaces the Ci>ld Cook County
Hospital The hosp1tal cost $551
m1llion and was equipped w1th upto-date technology
According to the county's
Bureau of Health Serv1ces, the
b1ggest complamts about the old
hosp1tal were the long walt to be
seen by a doctor and to p1ck up
med1cat1on Shell1e D., 53, told me

I don't have Insurance
or anything, but...
my finger really hurts!

..

April 2, 2007, I decided to venture
to Scroger.

My boyfriend and I arrived at
the emergency room around I :30
in the afternoon. We waited in a
line with about IS people to
speak with a nurse in order to
register. Around 2:00 my vitals
were taken -- and the real wait
began.
Six hours later, my boyfriend
was becoming antsy. Patiently
watching the people around me
with their ailments, coughs, aches
and limps, I prayed that I didn't
have a blood clot. We constantly
saw people being called that had
come in after us, so I went to the
information desk. The nurses told

my name was finally called. I went
m the back With the doctors at
midnight -- and wa1ted even
longer.
At I a.m. a young student
doctor asked me some questions,
looked at my leg and said it was a
bruise. A second doctor came in
and also said it was a bruise. I was
relieved, yet angry that I had been
at Scroger Hospital for over 12
hours.
John H. Scroger Jr. Hospital,
named after the longtime Cook
County Board President and
located at 190 I W . Harrison St.,
opened its doors for serv1ce in
December 2002. The hospital
covers 1.2 million square feet, or

she'd wa1ted for almost 24 hours
in the new emergency room. She
said she'd come 1n at 6 p.m the
day before and wasn't called until
4 p.m. the next day. A 69-year-old
woman, who wanted her name
Withheld, sa1d she had waited 4
hours. She sa1d she thought she
would be helped quicker since she
was hemorrhaging.
VernonJackson.52.ofthe
West Side, said she had wa1ted for
four hours.
"I usulllly wa1t seven to e1ght
hours." she said. "I wait I I to 12
hours if I wa1t for medication."
Rendy Jones, Scroger Hospital
spokesperson, acknowledged that
the long wait has always been a

b1g 1ssue for patients there .
Why do patJents walt so long
at Scroger!
The U.S. Census Bureau
reports that more than 47 million
Amencans lack health msurance .
That number has been increasing
by an average of I mill ion a year.
In Ch1cago. those without
msurance tend to be Latino or
Afncan American, according to
The Ch1cago Reporter
Of the two groups , Latinos
are at the greatest risk. In 1997,
nearly 260.000 Latmo Ch1cagoans
lacked health msurance. accordmg
to data compiled by the
Washmgton . D.C.-based
Employee Benefit Research
Institute
Soc1ety seems reluctant to
tackle the 1ssue of health care for
all The fact 1s that the poor
commumties and people of color
are affected and nobody bothers
to care or believe that th1s IS an
1ssue that should be addressed by
public policy.
Many workers are not
insured through employers o r
cannot afford health insurance on
the1r own.According to the
Ch1cago Reporter, since June
1994, Cook County welfare rolls
have shrunk from 455.328 to
269.500. The federal Personal
Responsibility and Work
Opportumty ReconciliatiOn Act of
1996 imposed time limits and
work requ1rements on public aid
recipients.
The ma1oncy of Cook
County patients do not have
health insurance: this is why I
think the wa1t is so long.You get
what you pay for, and when
be1ng seen by a doctor for no fee .
you get to w:llt -- a long time.
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By Tiana Lee

-COMPLETE WITH LETTERJNG AND EMBLEMS

Comedians are going too far
with their jokes. They are losing
their fans and sponsorships due to
racial comments.
The most recent case was Don
lmus, a radio personality, who made
a comment about t he Rutgers
University women's basketball team.
He called them some "nappy headed
hoes."
lmus must have thought he had
made some kind of joke, but neither
his boss nor the black community
thought what he said was funny. He
has apologized, but was suspended
for two weeks.
A not-so-recent case is when
Michael Richards (from the
television show "Seinfeld")
performed at the Laugh Factory and
two African Americans shouted at

him that he wasn't funny. Richards
became very angry and said, "fifty
years ago you would have been
hanging upside down with a f---ing·
fork up your a--", and proceeded to
call them niggers. Some people in
the audience were laughing, but you
could also hear people saying "oh
my god" -- especially when he was
using so much profanity. The next
night he performed again at the
same place, but didn't do what he
had done the night before.
Racism is not a funny issue, and
a lot of comedians, actors, and other
artists are learning that the hard
way.The material of a comedian
should be humorous and not overly
offend any cultural group.

-SCHOOLS
-TEAMS
-CHEERLEADERS
-GROUPS
-INDIVID UALS
-SWEATERS-T-SHIRTS
SWEAT SHIRTS
-EMBLEMS FOR AWARDS
GROUP & EVENTS
DIRECT FACTORY TO YOU
GROUP DISCOUNTS
NO MINIMUM ORDER

CHICAGO
KNITTING
MillS
3344 W. MONTROSl CHICAGO
1-773-463-1464
CAlUWRITE FOR FREE DESIGN KIT

Teens get the message loud and clear
Noise awareness campaign expands reach You Tube, MySpace
An estimated 30 million Americans suffer
from hearing loss, and nearly I0 million of them
can attribute their hearing loss to noise. Children
and teens represent roughly half of those
suffering from noise-induced hearing loss (NIHL),
with 5.2 m11lion 6- 19 year olds showing a hearing
loss directly related to noise exposure. Recent
surveys of teen listening behaviors indicate that
some of this noise exposure may be from highvolume music played for extended periods.
On April 25. International Noise Awareness Day
gives House Ear Institute and other hearing
health organizations the spotlight to encourage
people to turn down the volume to protect their
hearing from permanent damage. The House Ear
Institute is taking the opportunity to tap global
teen audiences on You Tube com and
MySpace.com to highlight educational
information from its highly-successful teen
outreach

campaign titled "It's How You Listen That
Counts."
The campaign's message is delivered by
"Ear Bud," an ear-shaped cartoon
character designed to appeal to teens as an
off-beat, music-loving buddy. His profile page on
MySpace.com boasts a growing network of music
celebrity friends that includes The Rolling Stones,
Beyonce, John Mayer among other chart toppers,
and reaches more teens with the message that
it's cool to have smart listening habits and
protect hearing. The information on both
MySpace.com and YouTube.com is linked to the
campaign's W eb site, www.earbud.org. for teens
to learn more. The earbud.org site features a
teen-friendly presentation of how and why
sounds at or above 85 decibels (dB) can cause
permanent hearing loss
with prolonge d exposure.
"You can

keep enjoying the music you love; it's just
how you listen to it that determines whether it
may contribute to permanent hearing loss and
impact your ability to communicate and
socialize," says Marilee Potthoff, campaign
director, House Ear Institute.
The House Ear Institute (HEI) is a nonprofit 50 I (c)(3) organization
dedicated to advancing hearing science
through research and education to improve
quality of life. HEI scientists are exploring
the causes of auditory disorders
at the cellular and molecular level as well as
the complex ear-brain interaction, and refining
the application of auditory implants, diagnostic
techniques and hearing aids.
For more
information please call (213) 483 -4431 or visit
the Web site at www.hei.org.
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• In arms' reach
•
By johnnie Butler
•
By Ben Bobadilla
•
HS
•
I imagine Englewood if it had less gangs and more police committed
•
helping our community.
He's afraid
get up with pins on his back; his mouth shut tJght
•
•
If he could scream at the moon, he would because when
I imagine Englewood with fewer drugs and less teenagers doing and selling
them.
It rises it dawns shadow which feeds him sorrow
.. •
I Imagine Englewood with more parents bemg more concerned about what
••
And the pins on his back don't let him be he
their children are doing.
Looks at the picture of his love and he
•
I imagine Englewood with less poison in our soil and water and more people
•
Smiles happily because the rope 1s
willing
IJ.elp clean our communrty.
•
In arms' reach and he would take
I imagine Englewood with healthier foods m our stores and less Junk that
•
they sell
us.
His hfe just to see her again
••
I imagine Englewood with safer places for kids
play and Jess shootings
And when he died it wasn't
•
happening.
•
The frown and pins that
I imagine Englewood with less negative things bemg sa1d about It and more
•
Killed him It was the
pos1tive dungs being said.
•
•
Smile he made and
I imagme Englewood with less good th1ngs bemg taken out and not anymo...•
bad things being brought in.
The picture with
•
I imag1ne Englewood with less talk about what the government is going to do • Him .. .
•
and more of the government doing what they say their go1ng to do.
•
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••
I imagine Englewood with more education funds and less schools closing'
~. ~

Imagine Englewood if ..

Robeson HS

~elly

to

to

to

to

to

down.

Taking A Photo Course?

I 1magine Englewood with less obese children and healthier children.

We've got the supplies you need.

I 1magine Englewood with less problems solved w1th VIolence and more
communitJes coming together to solve 1t.

Nikon FM10

And finally, I imagine Englewood to be a place where you wouldn't have to
imagine ...

In Between the Shell
By Ben Bobadilla
Kelly H.S.

Darkness Is in love with fear
Both were meant to be
And breed thousands of tears and their beloved sanity.
To where it waits and lies in me
In my fear, it's an infest.
Above all, the fallen entity
•

It craves its final rest. In arms' reach

•
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by Sharonda Underwood

1. Oh SO Unlquel
Designer: Jovani
Fashions Style:

Drapes and layers
galore oh my! Show
your shape!

2881199

2. Short and Puffy
Designer: Jovani
Fashions Style:
20446150

3. Grown and Sexy
Designer : Alyce
Prom Dress Style:
8317

4. Short and Classy
Designer: Flirt Prom
Dresses Style:

5. Designer: Flirt Prom
Dresses Style:
26019250

6. Designer: Jovani
Fashions Style: P 11 05

7

7. Long and Elegant
Designer: Jovani
Fashions Style: P21 6 1
8. Designer: Moonlight
Wedding Dress
Style: BT1116

11335275

6

source for photos: www.bestbridalprices.co

IMIIlllilttli2007 Summer Journalism FREE
Workshop Application
. .lllliilll'il High .chool students wanting to learn journalism kJIIa and write bout community news.
IIIIMilfiiM~"'une 25th to

•

•if.l Learn how to report news.

August 3rd

Meet )oumallata and visit news rooms. Have your articles published and read
by 50,000 other Chicago teens.

IIIIIIMillllill Downtown college campus, ecce

lble by CTA bus

a train -

Columbia College Chicago

llllaiiiiiiiM Fill out th1s apphcattOO and be lnteMewed for openings

Dateline for applications
May 25, 2007

..

~-~

Name: ____________~--------------- Email: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Home
____________________________________________________
A~~:

City - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Home Phone: ________________

State _ _ __

Zip - - - - - - -

Cell Phone: -----------------....-------

High School:-------------------------~--- Grade In tall/2007: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Why are you Interested In this program? (100 words or less]

What do you hope to get out of this experience? [100 words or leas]

Mall to: Youth Communication - New Expression
Attn: Phil Costello
at Columbia College Chicago
819 S. Wabash Ave., YC207
Chicago, IL 60605

Or email: phllcOyouth-comm.org fax: (312) 922-7151 or Phone: (312) 922-7150 tor more Into.
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iPod: the revolution of
music and media
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By Angel Heard
Lately I've been hearing some news about a new media player from
Microsoft called Zune. I've heard people say "iPod better watch out. you
got some competition." It's so funny because the Zune could not even
compare to the revolutionary iPod.The iPod is better-- so much that it
knocks the Zune into the water (and hopefully it electrocutes itsel0.
Apple Computers created the iPod in less than a year. It was
Introduced on October 23, 200 I. The name was created by a freelance
copywriter name Vinnie Chieco. The first iPod contained a 5GB hard
drive that could hold up to I,000 songs. While the first generation was
very mechanical, later generations were touch-sensitive. Since then, there
have been five new generations of the iPod.
There are so many wonderful features that make the iPod
incredible: The iPod can not only play music, but it can also play movies,
music videos, photos, games and plenty more. It can even play your
favorite radio shows and exclusive TV interviews (called podcasts). For
people who are just too lazy or in a rush to read, there are audio books.
There are also a variety of models, depending on your love of music: the
iPod, iPod Mini, iPod Nano, and the iPod Shuffle.The Zune only has one
lonely model.
The iPod comes in TONS of colors, including red, blue, pink, orange,
green, silver, black and white, b~t the Zune comes in only three: brown,
white, and black. Sucks, doesn't itl Depending on the model, the iPod can
hold I00 to 20,000 songs -- that's enough music to last you a lifetime!
The !Pod can also carry over 20 types of file formats, including JPEG,
MP3,AAC, and MPEG-4. The Zune only supports

10.
The Zune uses mechanical buttons to
ope rate, but IPod has a touch-sensitive wheel so
your fingers can control everything.
Accessories to the iPod include FM radios,
home speakers and arm bands
to use for exercising.
Unfortunately, the
!Pod has some flaws. The
screen is smaller than the
Zune's and can easily be
scratched. If your battery
is dead or dying, yo u have
to mail 1t to Apple so they
can replace it.
Replacement kits are
now being made so that the
user can fix it himself. There have also been
some speculations that some of the IPod
models are more durable than others.
Hey, so everything isn't
perfect. but that doesn't mean
the IPod Isn't wo rth the pnce.
If you love music and want
something that is going to last
you for years, then the IPod Is
for yo u.

Zune: a.k.a. iPod Killer?
By Lori Moody
Curie
The Zune mp3 player by Microsoft promises to be the next big thing, even
bigger than the iPod. Crazy, right?
Wrong! The Zune boasts a bigger screen, vertical and horizontal modes of
view,WiFi capabilities and an FM radio, which is something the IPod definitely
lacks. I personally love this feature.
In the iPod, the videos are so contained. When watching a movie or a video
on a Zune, by contrast. there seems to be limitless viewing. Another positive of
the Zune -- probably one of the coolest features -- is its customizable look:
pictures can be put on the main menu, and when a song is played, the album art is
displayed in the background.
'
Another thing I really don't like about the iPod is how easily it breaks. Your
iPod Nano would probably not survive if you accidentally dropped it once. Once
it's gone there's no turning back. The Zune, in my experience, is much sturdier
and less likely to break
Another good thing about the Zune is the price. Both the 30-gigabyte iPod
and the Zune are the same price, $249.99. The Zune even has similar accessories.
The iPod, however, has years on the new Zune, which may mean that it has
already worked out many of its kinks. The Zune has been known to have
problems with its software and the WiFi capabilities aren't all they're cracked up
to be. Still, its ability to wirelessly transfer songs to other Zunes nearby is still a
cool feature. When on the go and your friend has a Zune, you can easily share
songs with each other.
There is a limit to this however.The song will last for three days or for
three plays -- whichever comes first -- and then disappear. This is understandable,
seeing that Microsoft could possibly get sued for allowing such file sharing to take
place. Sharing music is illegal, but the three-day, three-play deal
allows a song to be sampled. The problem with
this deal is that the song will disappear whether
it's the real version by the original artist. or a
beat that was mixed on someone's computer.
But I see no problem in going to a friend's
house and downloading that song from their
Zune software onto your own.
Another con to the Zune is that it only
works for Microsoft. The iPod works for both
interchangeably. But for users of Windows, it's the
main system they use, so this shouldn't be a
problem.
Finally, as for the Zune being the IPod
killer, possibly not. But at the same
level as the iPod? Yes.The Zune has
something that can bring it to the
battleground with the rest of the media players
on the market in the year 2007.
When iPod started out. it wasn't even at
the same level. just think of when the second
and third generation Zune come out: it will be
far more advanced and capable of doing many
things such as longer file transfers, etc. Zune
is a hot commodity and the futu re of the mp3
phenomenon. ,
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A Story of Two Teens and A Credit Card
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As part of the Federal
Reserve Bank of Chicago's Money
Smart Week to be held in Chicago
April 30-May 5, 2007, Karen Chan,
CFP®, Consumer & Fam1ly
Economics Educator with the
University of Illinois Extension, has
partnered with the Ch1cago Public
Ubranes to deliver several
workshops about teen credit and
credit cards, entJtled, "Plastic and
Credit Your Essential
Introduction." She also
contributed the following article
to illustrate a common problem
among teens and young adults
when usmg credit.
Beth and Angela have been
friends since they were kids. They
graduated from high school last
year, with almost exactly the same
grade pomt average. They're taking
the same classes at the1r local
community college, and they got
similar jobs that pay about the
same.
Secretly,Angela has become
a little jealous of Beth. Beth always
seems to have the perfect clothes,
including lots of cute shoes and
some "extras" that Angela doesn 't
feel sh~ can afford, like the newest
1-Pod or expensive hair styling.
So Angela was very surprised
to hear Beth say that she couldn't
get a cell phone in her own name.
"I had to get a pre-paid phone,"
Beth said. "They wouldn 't give me
a regular account. I was really
insulted." Angela didn't say
anything, but she got her own cell
phone by just walking into the
store and filling out the
application.
A few weeks later,Angela
and Beth decided that it was time
to move out on their own. They
decided to share an apartment
and they began apartment hunting.
They found two places that they
liked and could afford. They filled

out one of the applicatJons 10
Angela's name, and the other 1n
Beth 's name.
They were stunned when the
applicatJon 1n Angela's name was
approved, but the one 10 Beth 's
name wasn't. There was a note
attached to the notJce that Beth
had been turned down, saymg that
1t had to do w1th somethmg called
her cred1t report. Beth followed
the mstruct1ons on the notice and
got a copy of her cred1t report. It
was a little confusmg, and she
showed 1t to Angela to help her
figure it out.
Now Angela had the answer
to several questions that had
bothered her. How had Beth
managed to afford all the great
clothes and other thmgsl She'd
gotten a cred1t card while they
were still 1n h1gh school. She d1dn't
use It much until after they
graduated, but s1nce then she'd
been charging more and more on
the card. It felt great. She could
have whatever she wanted. She
had charged all the way up to the
lim1t-her cred1t l1m1t, the
maximum she could charge on the
account-so she a got another
card. And kept charging.
Now, she was having trouble
even making the mm1mum
monthly payments on both cards.
She'd been late several t1mes, and
she'd stopped making payments
on one of them entirely. All those
late payments and non-payments
were right there on her credit
report. The card she'd stopped
paying had turned her account
over to a collection agency, which
was hounding her for the money.
And that was on the credit
report, too.
Many teens make the same
mistakes that Angela made. Credit
cards can be easy to get. It may
not even feel like you're spending

real money when you use it. The
cards only requ1re you to pay a
small percentage each month of
what you owe, so it feels like you
can afford to charge a lot. But you
can qu~ekly get 1n over your head
Even 1f Angela never charges
another d1me on her cards. It
could take her 20 years or more
to pay them off The $2000 of fun
purchases she made could end up
costJng her closer to $5000
GettJng a cred1t card 1sn't
necessanly a bad thmg. It all
depends on how you use lt. and
the terms of the cred1t card
agreement. Look for a credit card
w1th no annual fee, a grace penod
of at least 20 days, and a low
Interest rate. All of those terms
are spelled out on the credit card
application.
The grace penod 1s the
length of tJme you have to pay
your bill before Interest 1s charged
on the purchases But you only get
to avoid the Interest if you paid
the card 1n full last month as well.
If you left a balance on the
account last month, you'll pay
Interest th1s month even 1f you
pay off the entire balance.
Many cred1t card users pay
off the1r cards entirely each
month. That should be your goal.
Pay it off within the grace penod
each month, and you'll never pay a
penny of interest. You'll also have a
squeaky clean cred1t history.
There is another kind of
"plastic" that g1ves you some of
the same advantages of a credit
card, without the risk of getting 1n
over your head. It's a debit card.
Debit cards are tied to a checkmg
account. When you make a
purchase using a debit card, you're
spending your own money from
your checking account. You're not
borrowmg money. as you are
when you use a credit card.

If your debit card has a
MasterCard or Visa logo on it. you
can use the card anywhere that
accepts cred1t cards. Those deb1t
cards may look like credit cards,
but they w1ll have the word
"Debit" or "Check card" spelled
out somewhere on the front of
the card. When you make a
purchase, you're authorizing a
deb1t agamst your checking
account.
Store clerks may ask you,
"Debit or credit?" when you make
a purchase. But you're not really
choosmg what kmd of card you
want yours to be You're choosmg
how the purchase will be
processed. Choose "Debit" and
you'll be asked to enter your PIN
number. the money will come out
of your checkmg account almost
1mmed1ately Choose "Credit" and
you'll have to s1gn for the
purchase, the money will come
out of your check1ng account in
the next few hours, perhaps as
long as two days.
If you're purchasmg with a
cred1t card, you will also be asked,
"Debit or credit?" Aga1n , you're
not really choos1ng between
having a debit card or a credit
card. You're choosmg whether to
enter your PIN or to s1gn for the
purchase. In e1ther case, your card
1s a credit card a'ld you are
borrowing money to make the
purchase. It w1ll be on your next
credit card statement, and you'll
e ither pay the entire bill or a part
of it at that tJme.
Using a deb1t card will not
help you build a credit history;
using a credit card will. Your credit
history includes good and bad
information. Having one or two
credit cards and paying them on
time each month helps your credit
history. If you miss

contmued on page 24...
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Rain fell that night, a fine, whispering rain, a
story of magic and wonder. This is how Cornelia
Funke's lnkheart begins.
One day a man by the name of Dustfinger
comes to the house of Megg1e and her father. (Mo)
Mortimer. He brings with him bad news about an
evil villain coming to take Mo away. Soon Mo packs
his things al'ld moves .
Mo and Meggle have a habit of moving every
once in a while. ever since her mother disappeared
when Meggie was a baby. Throughout the story Mo
keeps a secret from his daughter: The reason why he
had never read stories to her when she was little
was because Mo has a special gift: he can read
characters to life.
One day he had been reading a book called
lnkheart, and his wife had disappeared Inside the
book and the characters from inside had come out.
From then on. he'd been forced to move many times
to elude the evil villains who came out of the book.
One villian in particular. Capricorn, wants him to
read out more characters so he can take over the
world.

~
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At the beginning of this book I bought Into the
story, which seemed to have a hold on me as I read
through the pages. Around the middle of the book,
however, I found It becoming tedious and a chore to
read. Cornelia Funke takes her time in this novel. I'm
a big fan of beautifully wntten literature, but I
noticed places in the novel that were drawn-out, dull
and pointless. I did keep reading, because I wanted
to know what would happen on the next page and
at the end.
This book, however. offers some excitement:
for example, when Meggie and Mo are captured and
held in the castle of Capricorn. But for a book about
magical things, there wasn't much magic. lnkheart is
one of a three-part series, and the new book lnkspell,
Its sequel. continues the story of Meggie, Mo and the
characters from his book. I'm hopmg lnkspell will
not disappoint and bore me like its predecessor.

3 out of 5 stars

***

Review: The Dream of the Stone by Christina Askounis
By David Hughes
jones Lollcge Prep
In this fantasy novel the main character, Sarah
Lucas, is presented with a magical stone and has to
present it to its rightful place. Sure. there's a lot of
pomp and circumstance around that basic idea, but
the core plot Is the same Tolkienesque drop-the-ringin-Mt.-Doom idea.
This is not to say that The Dream of the Stone
is just a documentary about Sarah and her
adventures.There's a great deal of emotional weight.
After all. In the first chapter, her parents die. I mean,
come on, not even Harry Potter had to deal with
consciously hearing of your parents' death (he was a
baby when his parents died).
That being said. the first chapter is very long to
get to that point. It reminisces about Sarah's parents
for a long while until we find out about their death. I
wasn't exactly gripped by the first sentence. There
was hardly any tension until that point. just
exposition.
Sull. the style of the author isn't unpalatable. She

moves the pages along quickly- practical for a novel
for younger readers. I don't just mean the text is
large; the story makes you want to turn the pages.
The book Isn't free of cliches. The villain has a
bad tendency towards the end to turn into a freak1sh
demon-beast (gee, that's never been done before!)
There is a separate fantasy world in this book, and
from what I can see, there's nothing that separates it
from the other fantasy worlds in other books.
This book may have Its strengths and
weaknesses, but the question of actually buying it
when it comes out is debatable. If you're not looking
for something starkly original and just want a good
time. I advise you to by all means read this book.
2.5 out of 5 stars
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The International Baccalaureate Visual Arts junior and senior year classes
definitely were a task at hand. When I started out in my junior year, I had very
little art experience and had to find my own style. I noticed that I liked to paint
with a lot of motion; my strokes would create a sense of movement. This painting
style, along with situations in my life, led me to focus on the theme of love.
Love is a broad topic, generally speaking, but I focused more on the sensual,
passionate love between two people. I attempted to embrace the sexual aspects
between man and woman in a tasteful and subtle way. Being only a junior in high
school, it's possible my theme was a little too advanced for me because by the
end of my junior year I only had one masterpiece that truly showcased my
painting abilities and corresponded to my theme. All the same, the other projects
I had done helped me improve at painting and drawing.
By senior year I had definitely improved. However, my theme shifted to
expressions, particularly facial expressions. In a different sense, love is also an
expression; therefore, I hadn't deviated much from my theme. The medium I
enjoyed working with most was glass because of the two-sided view,
sophistication, ability to layer and the different sizes and shapes possible. I had
problems with plexiglass because it scratched easily, so I moved on to real glass.
One disadvantage of real glass is that it can break, but so far none of my pieces
has broken.
Through art I have learned that practice makes perfect. I was trying to
achieve a good-looking, functional collection of works, which I think I have done.
Although, I had some problems on the way with technicalities or with sticking to
my theme, in the end it was all worth it. Now I have something personal, creative
and interesting that I am very proud of.
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By David Harrell
By some strange twist of fate, this 1992-9'1 New
Expression alum finds himself back at Youth
Communication -this time, not as an NE Correspondent,
but as a manager, planner. coach, mentor, recruiter, editor,
phone-answerer, and deadline alumni column-writer. among
other duties.
I can hardly believe it's been nearly IS years since I
was a freshman at Columbia College, torn between
majoring in music or journalism. I had no journalism
experience, and lacking the course prerequisites, didn't yet
qualify to write for the college paper. One day I picked up
a copy of New Expression in the Columbia College lobby.
saw an ad soliciting youth reporters, and decided to answer
it.

r
b David Hughes

The two-year adventure that followed launched my
career (such as it has been) in journalism -and along the
way, provided me a profound education and an Introduction
to some really cool, talented people.
I remember the serious-minded editor-in-chief Sheila
Calamba, sports guys Ed lucious and Ernest Weatherby
(rest in peace). I remember the aristocratic graphic
designer Judy, go-getter news editor Erica, that other cute
girl who I "hung out" with a few times and won't embarrass
by naming her -- and others too numerous to name, or
whose names I just can't remember.
As a correspondent who wasn't part of the core
staff, my closest link to New Expression - and perhaps the
most valuable- was liz Kaufman. As editorial advisor, liz
had the final say when it came to editing. And man, was she
vicious. heartless and bloodthirsty when it came to slashing
away at my precious stories!
Or so I thought at the time. Now that I know better,
I know that she was just editing. And that my stories -- and
eventually my own writing and editing skills - benefited
hugely from liz' editing and example. (My ego was not
permanently damaged.)
New Expression gave me my first published stories
and first byline. It allowed me to write about subjects as
diverse as the college admission process, homeless teens,
African-American music history, and movie and CD
reviews. NE allowed me to pontificate in opinion columns
on issues such as sex and drugs -- and even to be published
in the Sun-Times.
Writing for NE was just the beginning: I went on to
the Columbia Chronicle, several internships, and then to
post-college work at the infamous City News Bureau, the
Chicago Reader, and a community weekly, as well as
freelance work. While I left the news business for a while
(you know, "finding yourself" and all that), I've found myself
back at Youth Communication, hoping and trying to have
some impact on the next generation.

Alumni we've heard from lately:
Roberta English Simpson, who was with NE from
1985-88 (managing editor '87-88), went on to be a
television reporter and anchor, last working in Kansas City,
Missouri, before quitting a few years ago to stay home with
her two children. She now lives in the Cleveland area.
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Sheila Calamba ( 1990-93) went on to cover securities
and investment in New York and Chicago for organizations
such as Institutional Investor, Bridge News and Dow Jones.
In 2002 she moved to Tuscon and covered general news
and business at the Tuscon Citizen, then went to the
Arizona Daily star's business desk.. The last we heard from
her, Sheila was an at-home mom trying to figure out her
next career move. She said her husband was telling her to
pursue a culinary career! Sheila, if you're out there, give us
a shout and tell us if you've now become a chef.
The same goes for any other NE alumni out there: send
your "shout-out" to us care of Phil Costello: philc@youthcomm.org. See you in june!

Continued from p. 2 I
payments or have bills turned over to
collection agenaes. that negative
information on your credrt history Will
nurt your chances of getting an
apartment. buying a car, gettmg a cell
phone-or even getting a JOb. Some
employers check your credrt h1story
before they hire you.
Negative 1nformatJon can stay on
your credit h1story for seven years.The
only way to clean up your credit IS to
start paying all your bills on tJme. After
a year or two of paying on tJme,
credrtors Wlll be more Wllltng to g1ve
you credrt. or offer you a better
1nterest rate.
Will you decide to get a credit
card. or not? If you do, how you handle
It Will erther help or hurt you for many
years into the future. The choiCe IS up
to you.
Karen Chan wlil conduct the
follOWing workshops dunng Chicago's
Money Smart Week
Monday, April 30, 4:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
Harold Washington ubrary Center
MultJpurpose Rooms A & B. Lower
Level
400 South State Street
Chicago
Pre-reg1ster by calling (312)
747-4400
Tuesday. May I, 2007
11.30 am.-1230 p.m.
Garlield Ridge Branch ubrary
6348 S. Archer Avenue
Chtcago
Pre-reg1ster by calling (3 I 2)
747 6094
Tuesday, May I, 2007
430 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
Budlong Woods Branch ubrart
5630 N. uncoln Avenue
Ch1cago
Pre-reg1ster by calling (312)
742· 9590

For more mformatJon about Money Smart
Week m Ch~eago, mdudmg a calendar of
events, log on 10
www.moneysmartweek.org, or contact
Alejo Torres ar (312) 322 2287, v1o ematl
at, www.alejo.rorres@chrfrb.org r.aren
Chan, CFP®, Consumer & Fam1ly
Economics Educator; Umvers1ty o( lllmo1s
Extens1on 1s ava1lable at (708) 352
0 I 09 or v1a emo1l at
www.chank@J1uc.edu.
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As part of your SPA DAY, you
wiU also be able to enjoy...
The AROMATHERAPY
Room
The SILENT AUCTION
The purchase of
HANDMADE SOAP
SCENTED LOTIO
and other items.

This SPA PACKAGE will allow
you to enjoy as many of the
foUowing as time permits:
Chair Massage
calp Massage
Eyebrow Arching
Mini-manicures
Facials by Mary Kay
Glamour tation services
... and much more
TOTAL PACKAGE PRJCE
$35 (cash onJy)
ADULT 0 LY

Light REFRESHMENTS

SPA DAY services will be provided on
the lower level of the:
SHELDON HEIGHTS CHURCH OF
CHRIST
11325 S. Halsted treet
Chicago IIJinois 60628
To hold your space, stop by the
SHCCA Annex
11355 S. Halsted (Chicago)
or call 773-568-2929, ext. 13

This PA PACKAGE is a
fundraiser
organized by the National
Christian Singles Seminar (NC )
on behalf of the 2007 NCS which
will take place in Chicago,
Illinois this August.
Enjoy your SPA DAY!
Thank YOU for your upport!

R.S.V.P EARLY
Spaces are filling up quickly!

•

May 2007
5

2
Volct>s ftom Past
and Present@
Lincoln Park
Cultural Centrr

6
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Cinco De
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@TIMFord Center for tbe
Performing Arts

Tour ofthfo
Chicago
Theatre

12
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17
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Happy
Motht>rs Da)

19
~oWhlteSox

23
Lizards and The
Komodo King @
The Sbedd
Aquarium

29

24

30

dditional even s in May
May I
Annual May Day Celebration

May 9-11
Arts and Crafts Marketplace

Des Plaines Avenue btwn.
Randolph & Lake Streets
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

South Canal Street from Jackson
to Van Buren
8 a.m.-7 p.m.

May 3-6, 2007
Cinco de Mayo Festival

May 18-20
Chicago Mayfest

Douglas Park
19th &Sacramento
I 0 a.m.- I I p.m.

3100 N.Ashland Ave.@ Barry
May 18: 4-10 p.m.
May 19,20: 12- 10 p.m.

May 23
Book signing, courses & lectures

"How Does Race Matter? Genetics
and Race"
With author Troy Duster
DuSable Museum of AfricanAmerican History
740 E. 56th Place
773-947-0600

May 26-27
Artworks @ Mariano Park
Rush @ State (II 00 N. State)
8 a.m.-9 p.m.
May 3 1-June 3
Mayfest
4700 Lincoln/2300 Leland
May 31: 5-1 0 p.m.
June I : 5-1 I p.m.
June 2, 3: 12-1 I p.m.
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PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR OUR MISSION OF YOUTH LITERACY THROUGH

SPONSORSHIP
'

"Publisher"
Alphawood Foundatton
Brinson Foundation
Columbta College Chtcago
Field Foundatton of Illinois
Mayer and Morns. Kaplan Family Foundation
Roosevelt Untversity

William C. Bannerman Foundatton
Chtcago H1gh School Redestgn lntllatlve
Dow Jones Newspaper Fund
llhno1s Arts Council
Albert J. P1ck, Jr., Fund
Travelers Insurance

Wilham Bla1r Foundatton
Columbia's Center for Commumty Arts Partnershtps
Willett Foundation

Franc1s Be1dler Foundation
Northern Trust

Chtcago Tnbune Foundatton
Christ Church Benevolence Fund
Wtlliam D Frost
Lake County Press
Carlette McMullan
Annette B. Peck

Henry Chandler
Cratn's Ch1cago Bustness Dav1d Blake, publisher
Kenosha News 1 1335 Foundatton
Loyola University
Jtm McMullan
Working for Togetherness

"Editor"

"Reporter"

and all our other anonymous donors and "Subscriber" sponsors. THANKSI
Please accept our sincere apologtes 1f your name or orgamzat1on was omttted or misspelled

BOARD OF DIRECTO S and ADVISORY COU Cl
Todd Adams, Milwaukee Journal Sent1nel
Giovanna Breu, People Magaztne (retired)
Jerry Field, Illinois Institute of Technology
William D. Frost, Canadian Pacific Newspnnt (retired)
Chuck Krugel, Human Resources attorney
John Marshall, Bowater USA
Royce Miles, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
Russell Pryor, Dolins, Dollns & Sorinsky
Debra Ross, Northern Trust
April Uhlir, Destgn Angel

Charles Boyce, MAE/Johnny Commumcattons
Joe Cappo, DePaul Untverstty
Manssa Filippo, Chicago High School Redesign Initiative
Laura Knight Lynn, PRISM Community Institute
Isaac Lewts, North Lawndale Community News
John Marquardt . Transwestern
Layton Olson, Howe & Hutton
Tracey Robinson-English, Ebony/Johnson Publishing
Cassandra Selby, Travelers Insurance

To learn how you can support youth literacy and journalism,
contact Phil Costello at 312 922 7150 or email at philc@youth-comm.org

MONEY

SMART

WEEK

Money Smart Week is here!
These are just two of the hundreds of free seminars being offered :

.

FRIDAY, MAY 4

SATURDAY, MAY 5

1:00pm-2:30pm

11 :00 am -12:00 pm

College Financial Aid 101

Financial Planning for College

Sponsored by: The City Colleges of Chicago,
The Illinois Student Assistance Commission.
Whether you are a h1gh school student. returning adult or the parent of a college-bound student. it is more important than ever to understand the sources
and types of financial a1d as well as the application process. A financial a1d
professional will present these top1cs to clear any myths and confusion students
have about financ1al a1d.
Where: Kennedy-King College, 6800 S. Wentworth Ave., Ch1cago, IL 60621
Presented in: English
Disability Access: Yes
Contact Information: Patnck Elliou, ph: 847-948-8500, pelllott@isac.org
Target Audience: Children & Parents, Young Adults, Women, General
Topics: Student Loans

Sponsored by: Primerica Financial Services: Chicago Public Library.
This sem1nar will focus on financial decisions and challenges everyone faces
concerning college expenses. Topics covered will include: Myths of College Planning,
Understanding the Value of College and the Reality of Paying for It and Creating a
College Vision Statement. Attendees will receive help obtaining the focus they need
to achieve their goal of a college education.
Where: Chicago Public Library, Archer Heights Branch,
5055 S. Archer Ave., Chicago, IL 60632
Presented in: Eng!ish
Public Transportation Accessibility: CTA
Disability Access: Yes
Contact Information: Stefanie Synal. Primerica Financial Services,
ph: 630 891-0230, gss30@primerica.com
More Information: Additional Contact: Adult Services, Ch1cago Public Library,
ph: 312 747-4056
Target Audience: Women, Young Adults, Children & Parents, General
Topics: Budgeting and Savmg, General Finance Planning, lnvestmg and Saving.
Student Loans
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